GREENE COUNTY

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM

PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE PROGRAM

The primary focus of the CASA Program is the protection of children’s best interests through the work of community volunteers in cases of child abuse and neglect.

Children found to be Children In Need of Services (CHINS) via the Juvenile Court System experience painful feelings of loss and tremendous anxiety about their future.  Their concerns about separation from their parents and changes in their home, school and neighborhood are often dealt with in a hostile relationship between parents and the Department of Child Services and the court system.  The child has no one to speak for their needs or rights, unless they have a CASA volunteer or the Court pays an attorney for them.
WHAT IS A CASA?

CASA volunteers serve as a voice for the children in the CHINS process.  The CASA is a trained, community volunteer advocating for the child’s best interests.  Their goal is to reduce the negative impact which children experience during the CHINS process.  The CASA provides necessary information to help the court make decisions about the child’s placement and care and visitation with the parents.

The CASA also assists the court in determining what services are needed by the child and parents to help them adjust to the new situation in which they find themselves.  Volun-

teers gather information from children, parents, attorneys, teachers, therapists, and from written materials, to formulate recommendations for the court.  After the court’s decision has been made, the CASA monitors the child’s adjustment to the arrangements and their caretakers’ (biological, relative or foster parents) adherence to the case plan ordered by the court.

WHAT DO CASAS HAVE TO OFFER?

Because volunteers are usually assigned to one case at a time, they have the time to gather in-depth information about the child and family.  They are able to make completely independent recommendations and to concentrate solely on the needs of the child.  They speak for the child.

WHO MAY VOLUNTEER TO BECOME A CASA?

Any adult, 21 years or older, residing in Greene County or a surrounding county may apply.  No special background is required.  Volunteers should be mature, responsible people with good judgment, the ability to remain objective, time to work with families in stressful situations, and communication skills.  The CASA Program is seeking volunteers from young adults to senior citizens in all walks of life.  Volunteers who have been convicted of a felony will not be accepted into the program if the conviction involves the endangerment of children or a sexual offense.

HOW WILL I LEARN TO BE A CASA?

CASA volunteers are specially trained to research a case and understand the needs of children.  The thirty hours of training are usually conducted on weekday nights during a five-week period.  There are practice sessions and Courtroom observations during training to help volunteers feel more comfortable in the role of CASA.  After the training classes, the Program Director assists the CASA volunteer in preparing for court hearings and developing recommendations to help the child and family.  An experienced CASA volunteer might also mentor a new CASA.  Advice and support are always available for CASAs as they go about their work.

HOW DO I BECOME A CASA?
The first step is to contact with our office for an application packet.  The CASA Office phone number is 812-384-2036.  The e-mail address is:  casa@co.greene.in.us or write us at P.O. Box 231, Bloomfield, IN. 47424.  As soon as responses are received from the references you provide and background checks are completed, an interview will be scheduled for you with the director.  You will be consulted about the training schedule and may ask any questions you have.  After training and being sworn in by the Judge, you will be assigned your first case.  Then you, too, can begin advocating for a child.

You can make a difference in the life of a child!  You can speak up for children; let us help you help children in need.
Beverly Haynes, CASA Director,                                              

